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Dear Parents and Carers 

I do hope this letter finds you well.  There are a number of matters that I think it would be useful for me to 

update you on.  For those of you who prefer there is a longer video version of this update on the website! 

 

Half Term 

It is half term next week.  Everyone needs a break from school work and so there is no expectation that 

students complete remote work during this time.  I know that some students in Year 10 are catching up at 

the moment and so they may want to use this time to do so, however, the vast majority of your children 

have been working incredibly hard and need a break.  Our Year Teams have produced a Half Term 

handbook for you with some useful ideas for you and your children to try during half term.  Please do take 

the time to look through this with your children – we hope it is helpful.  I know that the Sixth Form team 

will be sharing more ideas in their bulletins. 

 

Phase 3 of Remote Learning 

It is clear that for all students remote learning from home will continue for the remainder of this school 

year.  Whilst there may be some face to face support to supplement this for Year 10 and 12, for all students 

the core provision will be remote education.  Of course, government guidance may change but at the 

moment it is my view that we have to work on this assumption. 

Therefore, we have been planning for phase 3 of remote education.  The full details of this are explained in 

the video version of this letter and are set out in the document “our approach to home education and 

protocols for home-school communication”.  Please do take time to read through this and ensure that you 

are clear on how this will work for the year groups that apply to you. 

Despite some of the flippant comments that we sometimes hear and read in the press, I can reassure you 

that our staff are working incredibly hard to make remote education work.  We know that the longer that 

this goes on the harder that we have to work to keep students engaged and on track and we will continue 

to rise to this challenge. 

Extended Opening 

As you know there is an expectation that from 1st June schools have been asked to put in place face to face 

support to supplement the remote education of students in Year 10 and Year 12.  The government have set 

out that “This will not be a return to full timetables or pupils back in school full time, rather some support 

to supplement pupils’ remote education”.  The government have published this guidance for Parents and 

Carers. 

https://www.kimberleyschool.co.uk/copy-of-student-notices
https://676e78de-15d9-46b7-9fcd-a49f46e58722.filesusr.com/ugd/b2657a_50e53ba6c418450eafbf6427f9b321cb.pdf
https://676e78de-15d9-46b7-9fcd-a49f46e58722.filesusr.com/ugd/b2657a_50e53ba6c418450eafbf6427f9b321cb.pdf
https://676e78de-15d9-46b7-9fcd-a49f46e58722.filesusr.com/ugd/b2657a_b86b1363841c4ef4b416de847a4ea366.pdf
https://676e78de-15d9-46b7-9fcd-a49f46e58722.filesusr.com/ugd/b2657a_b86b1363841c4ef4b416de847a4ea366.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june
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However, whilst the government have published detailed guidance for primary schools they have not yet 

done the same for secondary schools.  For the last two weeks, myself and Senior Leaders have been 

working hard to put together initial plans for this but we are unable to share these with you until we know 

what the national expectations are.  I can tell you that we are working towards a programme of face to face 

support for Year 10 and 12 starting during week beginning the 8th June.  

 

In the meantime, parents and carers may find it helpful to know what is we are doing to prepare for this: 

- We are working to ensure that the site is safe and clean in anticipation of more students being in school 

- We will continue to provide supervision for vulnerable children and the children of key workers 

- Myself and Senior Leaders will be on-site, planning the provision in detail and conducting risk 

assessments 

- We will be identifying the staff that we will need to be in school to conduct the face to face support 

- We are putting together training programmes which will ensure staff who come on to site fully 

understand what is expected of them 

- We are devising strict rules for students to observe when on site 

- We are planning what this provision will look like for students with a Special Educational Need or 

Disability 

- We are prepared detailed risk assessments of all aspects of the provision that will be shared with staff 

and parents. 

 

Our planning is underpinned by these hierarchy of control measures: 

• Minimising contact with individuals who are unwell by ensuring that those who have coronavirus 

symptoms, or who have someone in their household who does, do not attend childcare settings, 

schools or colleges 

• Cleaning hands more often than usual  

• Ensuring good respiratory hygiene - promote the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach 

• Cleaning frequently touched surfaces often using standard products, such as detergents and bleach 

• Minimising contact and mixing by altering, as much as possible, the environment and timetables 

Staff are really looking forward to an opportunity to work with some students again.  However, I do hope 

that you understand that the absence of national direction on secondary school provision means that we 

need to proceed cautiously and make sure that we are not compromising the health and safety of any staff, 

students or their families by acting too quickly.  As ever, your patience is really appreciated. 
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You will be relieved to know that that is it for now.  I have no doubt that I will be in touch with you again 

sooner rather than later.  Thank you so much for your continued support.  We are so proud of our students 

and how they are responding.  Thank you for the work that you are all doing to keep them on track. 

Take care everyone. 

 

Andrew George 

Head Teacher 

The Kimberley School 

 

 

 

 


