
 

Topic: Christian Moral Action (Bonhoeffer) 

Option: 

Essential Richer Reading – you must read this for your lessons ☐ 

Recommended Richer Reading – advised as it would enhance your understanding further ☐ 

Further Richer Reading – widening your knowledge beyond A-levels ☒ 

Richer Reading title: In our time: Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

 

Type: Podcast: BBC In Our Time: In Our Time - Dietrich Bonhoeffer - BBC Sounds 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/b0bkpjns  

Reading intention: (importance of the text, what 
students will gain from it) 
- It’s an academic discussion about Bonhoeffer and 

the context of the Church in Germany 
- Important as it focuses on Bonhoeffer’s theology 

and ethics in context and his relationship with key 
figures e.g. Barth 

- You’ll gain experience of academic discussion in 
depth with insightful questions being asked and 
explored beyond the specification 

Core content to take away: 
- Context of the Evangelical Church of Germany and 

the Confessing Church 
- Understanding of how specific experiences and 

colleagues have influenced Bonhoeffer’s ethics and 
actions 

- Christian teachings and how Bonhoeffer put these 
into moral action. 

Exam help… 
- This will help you understand the topical intricacies 

and subtleties that could get you into higher bands 
for AO1 

- See a balanced understanding of how Bonhoeffer’s 
theology has been utilised and questioned – this 
can be useful for AO2 analysis. 

Task for this reading: 
TIPS: 

1. Remember to stop and start the podcast if you need 
2. Skip the podcast using the 20 second skip if you need 
3. Remember notes should be bullet point and written in your own words. 

 
Start –5.50 
How did Bonhoeffer’s upbringing influence his decision to be a protestant theologian? 
What was the context of the Church in Germany? Include which Bonhoeffer belongs to. Give a very basic 
overview. 
 
5.50-8.23 
How did Bonhoeffer’s experience in New York impacted Bonhoeffer’s theology? 
 
8.23-9.28 
How did his experience in London influence Bonhoeffer’s theology? 
 
9.28- 12.18 
Explain the context of Lutherism historically and in Bonhoeffer’s Germany. 
How does this influence Bonhoeffer’s action/beliefs/ethics? 
 
12.18-13.39 
What was Bonhoeffer’s relationship with Barth like?  
How did Barth influence Bonhoeffer? 
 
 

https://thepanpsycast.com/dct-audiobook/chapter18
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/b0bkpjns
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/b0bkpjns


13.39-22.50 
What was the Confessing Church, why did it come about, what was Bonhoeffer’s role with this? 
What was the role of the Reich Bishop – why was this a problem? How did the Church split? 
What was the Aryan Clause? Explain what problems did this cause for Bonhoeffer? 
What was the purpose of the Bethel Confession formulated by the Confessing Church? 
What was Bonhoeffer’s response to the pledge of allegiance? What were the consequences of this? 
 
22.50-24.02 
Make notes on the importance of Christ for Bonhoeffer, consider discipleship and suffering/sacrifice. 
 
24.02-29.03 
Give an overview of Bonhoeffer’s resistance to the Nazi party include concepts of theology here. 
What did Bonhoeffer write to Reinhold Niebuhr + Barth – what were theological implications of this? 
 
29.03-33.14 
Why did Bonhoeffer go into military intelligence? How did this help with the resistance? 
What did it mean it is necessary to do evil than to be evil? 
What did Bonhoeffer believe about democracy? 
 
33.14-35.03 
Make notes on the conspiracy to kill Hitler and Bonhoeffer’s involvement. 
How did Bonhoeffer justify this with his Christian ethics? 
 
35.03-38.32 
Why were his letters so relevant from his prison cell? 
What is religionless Christianity? 
Why implicated Bonhoeffer with the assassination plot of Hitler? 
 
38.32-41.40 
How did Bonhoeffer’s theology/ethics influence others and how is he relevant today? 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


