
 

Topic: Person of Jesus 

Option: 

Essential Richer Reading – you must read this for your lessons ☐ 

Recommended Richer Reading – advised as it would enhance your understanding further ☒ 

Further Richer Reading – widening your knowledge beyond A-levels ☐ 

Richer Reading title: Jesus in the 4 Gospels – David Wenham 

Type: Article by David Wenham 

Reading intention: (importance of the text, 
what students will gain from it) 
- Understand the purpose of each Gospel 

and their uniqueness in the portrait of 
Jesus. 

- Gain and understanding of the motives 
and intentions behind each Gospel 
account and its content 

- Starting to explore the Bible beyond face 
value, exploring behind the text issues. 

Core content to take away: 
- Understanding of the Gospels and the perspectives they were 

written from and their purpose. 
- How different stories explored have significant meaning and 

motives. 
- A comparison between the synoptic Gospels and the Gospel of 

John. 
- Key examples and sources that suggest Jesus was divine, a 

person with an acute awareness of God, or a liberator of the 
marginalised. 

Exam help… 
- This will help gain an in-depth understanding of the individual 

stories in the Gospels. By understanding different motives for 
writing them, clearer and more academic analysis can take 
place for AO2 paragraphs. 

- References to passages can be used that are beyond the 
specification requirements to show intricate topical subtleties. 

Task for this reading:  
 
to get full context, I would advise you use a small bible to look up any references you’re unfamiliar with. 
 

1. Under the heading “Mark’s Gospel” make notes on: 
i. The opening: What significant events are discussed in Mark’s Gospel and why might this 

be 
ii. 2 part Gospel: What is the content and significance of the 2 distinct parts of Mark’s 

Gospel? 
iii. The Ending of Mark: What are the interpretations of the abrupt ending of mark’s Gospel? 

2. Under the heading “Matthew’s Gospel” make notes on: 
i. The beginning: what is the purpose of the aspect of “fulfilment” in Matthew’s Gospel? 

Who was Matthew’s Gospel aimed at and why/how do you know? 
ii. The ending, Jesus authority: What does Matthew’s Gospel suggest about the authority of  

Jesus? Give examples to support. 
3. Under the heading “Luke’s Gospel” make notes on: 

i. Jesus, Judaism and OT: What is the purpose of the symbolic links to the OT for Luke? 
ii. Jesus the spirit and poor: why are the poor and marginalised important in Luke’s Gospel? 

Give examples. 
4. Under the heading “John’s Gospel” make notes on: 

i. What is the difference between John’s Gospel and the synoptic Gospels? 
ii. The Messiah: explain how John’s Gospel is seen to be “Jewish” 

iii. Son of God: What does this mean for John? How does John express Jesus’ divinity – give 
examples? What are the differences between John’s Passion account and Mark’s Passion 
account – why? 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


