
 

Topic: Situation Ethics 

Option: 

Essential Richer Reading – you must read this for your lessons ☒ 

Recommended Richer Reading – advised as it would enhance your understanding further ☐ 

Further Richer Reading – widening your knowledge beyond A-levels ☐ 

Richer Reading title: “X. An appendix: Two other Corruptions and Four Other Cases” 

Type: Partial chapter from Fletcher’s book - Situation Ethics: A New Morality (1966)  

Reading intention: (importance of the text, what 
students will gain from it) 
 
- To see Fletcher’s intention for Situation Ethics in 

Practice 
 

- Being able to apply situation ethics to life examples 
 

- Reading and understanding primary sources like this 
chapter will help you develop reading 
comprehension of complex texts 

Core content to take away: 
- 4 examples Fletcher uses in his work 

 
- Understand how Fletcher intended his theory to 

work 
 

- Identifying criticisms of Fletcher’s examples 
 

Exam help: 
- These can be used as a concise reference in your 

essays when explaining  how Situation Ethics works 
in practice 

Task for this reading: 
1. Read through the text example by example 
2. After you have read each example, write its title as a subheading e.g. Christian Cloak and Dagger 
3. Summarise the case in 3-5 bullet points. 
4. After the summary, briefly discuss according to Fletcher whether this was the “most loving” action. Use 

ideas from the 4 working principles and 6 propositions in your answers.  
e.g. In the case of Christian cloak and Dagger, Fletcher suggests X is the right decision. This is 
because proposition 2…. 
 

Reminder 6 propositions: 
 Love only is always good: ‘Only one ‘thing’ is intrinsically good; namely, love: nothing else at all’ 
 Love is the only norm (rule): ‘The ruling norm of Christian decision is love: nothing else’ 
 Love and justice are the same: "Love and justice are the same, for justice is love distributed, nothing else." 
 Love is not liking: "Love wills the neighbor’s good whether we like him or not." 
 Love justifies the means: "Only the end justifies the means; nothing else," 
 Love decides there and then: “Love’s decisions are made situationally, not prescriptively.” 

 
Reminder 4 working principles: 

 Pragmatism 
 Relativism 
 Personalism 
 Positivism 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

  


