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Dear Parents/ Carers 
 
This letter is intended only for the parents and carers of students who are attending school 
because their parents/carers’ are critical workers. 
 
Over the weekend you will have seen that there has been a great deal of noise in the press about the 
significant increase we are seeing in the number of students who are attending school in line with 
the government guidance on critical workers. 
 
I fully understand what an emotive subject this is but I felt, given the publicity this weekend, it would 
be helpful for me to write to you on this matter. 
 
Context 
 

1) The guidance for restricting attendance in schools during this national lockdown sets out 
that given the intense pressure on the NHS “we now need to use every lever at our disposal 
to reduce all our social contacts wherever possible.” 
 

2) However, across the country, there have been significant increases in the numbers attending 
school.  Indeed, at Kimberley School, from the 1st national lockdown, we have seen over a 
400% increase in the attendance of students whose parents are critical workers.   

 
3) It is clear that there are concerns that the high levels of attendance we are seeing in schools 

during this lockdown are compromising the national efforts to reduce social contacts.  As a 
result, this weekend, the government amended the guidance for critical workers’ to say 
“Children with at least one parent or carer who is a critical worker can go to school or 
college if required, but parents and carers should keep their children at home if they can.” 

 
Our position at Kimberley School is, hopefully, clear. 
 

1) We are working with families to ensure that all students who meet the government 
definition of vulnerable attend school.   

2) Students should attend where a parent or carer meets the definition of a critical worker and 
it is not safe for them to work at home 

 
However, In the light of this change in the guidance, I do need to ask you to review if your 
child/children can be at home.  Taking into account a number of factors: 
 

1) The main purpose of restricting attendance in schools is to reduce the transmission of the 
virus within the wider community and therefore, protect the NHS and save lives.  If your 
child can be at home, then please reconsider your decision to send them to school. 

2) If you are in a two-parent/ carer household where only one of you is a key worker and you 
can support your child's learning at home, then please do reconsider your decision to send 
them to school. 

3) If you are worried that your child will not have access to the equipment they need to follow 
the remote curriculum at home, then the relevant pastoral support team can work with you 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/950510/School_national_restrictions_guidance.pdf


to resolve this.  Once we have resolved this we would ask you please to reconsider sending 
your child to school. 

4) Sending your children to attend school should not be a matter of convenience or returning 
to normality.   All parents want some sense of normality for their children at the moment. If 
your child is attending school because of convenience or because you want them to have 
some sense of normality, then please do reconsider your decision to send them to school.   

 
I know that there are many of you who are working on the front line of the coronavirus response 
and many of you where your children are not safe to work from home.  Please be reassured that we 
want to support you.   
 
This morning the Chief Medical Officer Chris Whitty set out “This is everybody’s problem.  Every 
single unnecessary contact you have with someone is a potential link in a chain of transmission that 
could lead to a vulnerable person”. I do not want the school to become the gatekeeper of the 
decision about who can and cannot work from home as these are complex and emotional decisions 
and they are best taken by you.  My role is to make sure that you have access to the information 
that you need to help make the best decision for your family and the wider community. 
 
If following this letter, you decide to keep your child in school then you do not need to contact us.  If 
you do decide that they can work at home for all or part of the time then please contact Mr 
Knapczyk (d.knapczyk@kimberleyschool.co.uk)  
 
Yours Faithfully, 

 
Andrew George 
Head Teacher 

mailto:d.knapczyk@kimberleyschool.co.uk

