
 

Topic: Kantian Ethics 

Option: 

Essential Richer Reading – you must read this for your lessons ☒ 

Recommended Richer Reading – advised as it would enhance your understanding further ☐ 

Further Richer Reading – widening your knowledge beyond A-levels ☐ 

Richer Reading title:  Paul Grosch and William large: Kant’s Categorical Imperative 

Type: Magazine Article 

Reading intention: (importance of the text, what 
students will gain from it) 
- This gives an academic explanation of Kantian 

Ethics, including the Imperatives and Duty. 
- You will gain a thorough understanding of Kantian 

Ethics, through the use of his examples, and the 
scholars selective references from core texts. 

- Key terminology and concepts, which are expected 
from students are embedded into this article. 

Core content to take away: 
- Deeper understanding of the Categorical and 

Hypothetical Imperatives and Kant’s explanations 
of these. 

- Key criticisms of Kant, directly analysing his ethics 
- Quotes from Kant’s major works 
 

Exam help… 
- AO1 understanding here will enable you to go into 

breadth or depth in your exam regarding Kantian 
ethics. The use of Kant’s examples will help you 
achieve references to scholars 

- AO2 analysis throughout and the section of 
criticisms at the end will expose you to critical 
language and scholars. These scholars directly 
criticise specific aspects of Kant’s ethics, which can 
be used to further develop your lines of argument. 

Task for this reading: 
 

1. Highlight this article in different colours as you read it: 

Additional Scholars 
and quotes in 
support of Kantian 
Ethics 

Additional Scholars 
and quotes in 
criticism of Kantian 
Ethics 

Key terminology 
and lines of 
argument Kant 
presents 

Kant’s examples 
used 

Simplified quotes 
from Kant 

Colour: Colour:  Colour: Colour: Colour: 

 
2. Using the same headings as the article, make simplified notes under each one: 

a. The Good will: What is it? 
b. The moral law and two types of imperatives: What are these? Key terms/quotes 
c. Three formulations of the Categorical imperative: what is each one? What does it mean? Give your 
own example  
d. Autonomous and Heteronomous Will: Identify what they are and their importance to Kant 
e. Truth Telling and promise keeping: break down Kant’s examples – simplify succinctly 
f. Criticisms: identify key criticisms – you do not have to use all. Summarise. 
 

3. Write an AO1 paragraph using the information here answering the question “to what extent are Kant’s 
maxims useful for making moral decisions” (you can refer to any ONE maxim in the paragraph) 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 



 

  

 



 

 

 



 

 



 


