
 

Topic: Natural law 

Option: 

Essential Richer Reading – you must read this for your lessons ☐ 

Recommended Richer Reading – advised as it would enhance your understanding further ☐ 

Further Richer Reading – widening your knowledge beyond A-levels ☒ 

Richer Reading title: John Finnis and Natural Moral Law 

Type: Article from the Religious Studies Review (April 2018) 

Reading intention: (importance of the text, what 
students will gain from it) 
 
- Importance as it looks at modern application of 

Natural law and the adaption of it beyond 13th 
century context 
 

- Gain a deeper insight and understanding into 
Natural Law comparatively to John Finnis’ modern 
Natural Law 

Core content to take away: 
- Finnis’ views on Natural Law in a 20th/21st Century 

context 
 

Exam help: 
- Additional scholar to use to build on Aquinas’ AO1 

content 
 

- Will allow you to develop your skills in comparison 
of theories looking at “topical subtleties” which will 
get you higher marks in AO2 

Task for this reading: 

 Create a comparison diagram as shown below in your books or on a word document 

 As you read through the document, fill in the diagram that you have created. 

 Add as many rows as you can to compare elements of Aquinas’ Natural Law and Finnis’ Natural Law 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aquinas’ Natural Law Finnis’ Natural Law 
Judgement: which one if 

any is more convincing? 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 


